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To vote, to serve in positions of great public trust and leadership, to earn and hold respected 

positions in business, the professions, the arts, science and education. These are among the 

achievements of America’s women that we honor each August 26 on Women’s Equality Day. It is a 

day that commemorates American women’s groundbreaking political and social advances. 

 

This day provides the opportunity for women across the country to learn more about the struggle that 

has moved them closer to equality in American society.  Women’s Equality Day calls on all of us to 

gain a greater appreciation of the hard-won rights many women have come to take for granted. 

Women’s Equality Day also reminds us of women’s continued struggle to gain full equality in the 

United States. 

 

In 1971 the United States Congress designated August 26 “Women’s Equality Day,” 

commemorating the day in 1920 that the 19th Amendment to the Constitution was ratified 

guaranteeing women the right to vote. It was the culmination of a 70-year struggle for women’s 

suffrage.   

 

I have been blessed by the strength of the women in my life. Julie, my wife, is active in philanthropic 

causes, working with such organizations as Wonder Inc. where she is a mentor for foster children. 

Taking that role a step beyond she helped start a program to aid those foster children who, because 

they have reached adulthood, have been turned out of the program. Our three daughters, Arianna, 

Megan and Christina have all joined their mother as active members of the mother-daughter 

organization, the National Charitable League. All three of our daughters are also active in politics.  

 



Thus, I also believe that Women’s Equality Day must be a time to recognize the gains women have 

made in their personal freedoms, particularly in the women’s right to choose. California has always 

been a leader in the protection of reproductive rights. 

 

Women’s social equality must be balanced by economic opportunity. That is why one of my first 

acts as Treasurer was to expand significantly the California Capital Access Program (CalCAP), 

which offers microloans as small as $500 to nourish fledgling small businesses that might otherwise 

be unable to secure the capital they need to grow larger and add jobs in struggling communities. As I 

has hoped, many of the those who succeeded through the assistance of CalCAP have been low-

income women, women like Ivette Melendez, who has moved from work as a janitor to part owner 

of a business, crediting much of her success to a CalCAP microloan.  

 

As Californians we must also continue to protect the voting rights that are at the core of successes 

we celebrate on Women’s Equality Day. We must fight against disenfranchisement from restrictive 

and discriminatory voter ID laws.  We must fight to extend the Fannie Lou Hamer, Rosa Parks, and 

Coretta Scott King Voting Rights Act, which has been so instrumental in protecting the rights of our 

minority communities.   

 

Women have made great gains in public Service in California, making up 30 percent of the State 

Legislature, and 36 percent of the state’s delegation to Congress. Among them is Nancy Pelosi, who, 

as minority leader, is the highest ranking Democrat in the House. Both of California’s U.S. Senators 

are women. But women today hold none of California’s statewide offices and only a single one of 

the seats on the Board of Equalization. 

 

We can and must do better. We must ensure that women occupy their fair share of legislative and 

congressional seats and statewide offices. We must work to end the disparity between the salaries of 

men and women. The WAGE Project reports that in 2006 women on average still earn just 77¢ for 

every $1 earned by men. We must shatter the remaining remnants of the glass ceiling that has kept 

professional women from attaining the highest positions in business and industry.  

 

So, though Women’s equality Day is a day to celebrate advances in women’s rights and 

opportunities, it is even more a time to rededicate our society to true equality for all women.  

### 
 

915 CAPITOL MALL, ROOM 110, SACRAMENTO, CA  95814  .  (916) 653-2995  .  FAX (916) 653-3125 
www.treasurer.ca.gov 


